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Gerald Hackler’s gifts seemed to 
bring smiles to the faces of the veterans 
that reside at Spring City Care and 
Rehabilitation Center and other veter-
ans in Spring City.

A member of Spring City American 
Legion Post 203, Hackler assembled over 
20 Christmas gift baskets for distribu-
tion to elderly veterans in some of the 
area’s long-term care and assisted living 
facilities.

“I just wanted to do something a 
little above what the American Legion 
itself is doing,” Hackler said. “I wanted to 
do something for our hometown vets, to 
let them know that they hadn’t been 
forgotten.”

This was Hackler’s first year to pre-
pare gift baskets for veterans.

“I hope to do a little better next year,” 
Hackler said.  “This was kind of a spur of 
the moment thing, so I was kind of lim-
ited on my funds.  Hopefully, next year 
we can have a little better blowout.”

Donations were gathered from the 
community and merchants in Spring 
City.  Hackler asked for whatever they 
were willing to give.

“I give credit to all the merchants.  I 
didn’t ask them for a set dollar figure,” 
Hackler said.  “I just told them what I 
was going to do.”

Hackler knew that the merchants 
had families and were also preparing 

for Christmas but told them that what-
ever they could spare would be appreci-
ated.

 “Everybody I asked gave $5, $10, 
$20,” Hackler said. “Some give me $50, 
and I ended up doing pretty good, bet-
ter than I figured I would.”

Hackler raised a total of $380 for his 
project.  With this amount of money and 
some unexpected extras from local busi-
nesses, he was able to give the veterans 
something extra as well.

“I ordered fruit, I done everything 
basically local,” Hackler said.  “I bought 
toiletry items to put in their baskets and 
fruit and stuff.  When I bought the fruit 
and stuff, they gave me extra for spoil-
age.  So, I took advantage of that extra, 
and I was able to make up two more 
baskets than what I felt like I thought I 
was going to need.”

Someone from the Chattanooga area 
also found out about his efforts to give 
the veterans Christmas gift baskets and 
wanted to help.

“I had an individual even call and 
ask if she could help [from] down in 
Chattanooga.  So, I got money raised in 
Chattanooga to help me up here,” Hack-
ler said.  “I was just going to do an 
orange, a tangerine, some candy canes 
and a banana — a couple pieces of fruit. 
By her [donation], I was able to give two 
oranges and two tangerines in every-
body’s basket.   

The final unexpected extra came 
when Hackler had finished assembling 

the baskets.
“It ended up, when I made all the 

baskets up, I had one orange left over,” 
Hackler recalled.  “I said, ‘Well, that 
must have been for me.’”

Hackler is pleased with the results of 
this year’s efforts and is already plan-
ning to give Christmas baskets next year 
as well.

“We tried to fix them up pretty good, 
Hackler said.  “Hopefully next year, we 
can do a little better because I plan on 
doing it again.  Basically, this is one vet-
eran helping another veteran.”

nEvents
Moms4Moms Meeting — Moms4Moms meets 
every first and third Tuesday between the months 
of September and April from 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. at 
Grace Bible Church in Dayton.  The group is a 
Christ-centered, Bible-based ministry for moms of 
all ages.  Moms4Moms is open to the community 
and childcare is provided at no cost.  For more 
information, call 775-5460.

Friendship Circle Peer Support Group — 
Freindship Circle Support Group, located at 412 
Delaware Ave. in Dayton is a non-profit group 
providing programs for people 18 years of age and 
over who have ever had a mental health problem. 
The center is open Monday through Friday from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  Call Becky Porter or Cheryll College 
at 775-0809 for more information.

Rhea County Republican Party Meeting (1/3) 
—  The Rhea County Republican Party will hold 
their monthly meeting on Thursday, Jan. 3, at the 
Republican Party Headquarters, located at 1359 
Railroad St. in Dayton, beginning at 7 p.m.  An 
executive council meeting will be held prior to the 
regular meeting at 6 p.m. 

Winter Fun and Frolic Exhibit at ArtCrafters 
(1/5 - 1/17) — ArtCrafters, located on Market 
Street in Dayton, will host a Winter Fun and Frolic 
Exhibit beginning Saturday, Jan. 5, 2013, and 
continuing until Thursday, Jan. 17, 2013.  The 
exhibit will feature paintings and photos by De 
Grove and Kimberly McMillian.  A Meet the 
Artists reception will be held on Saturday, Jan. 12, 
from 1 to 3 p.m. 

FAFSA Workshop at Clyde Roddy Public 

Library (1/7) — The Clyde Roddy Public Library, 
located on Main Street in Dayton, will host a Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
Workshop on Monday, Jan. 7, 2013, from 6 to 8 p.m.  
The workshop will include Eric Farmer, outreach 
specialist for the Tennessee Student Assistance 
Corporation and Buddy Ballentine of the Rhea 
County High School guidance office.  Applications 
are for young people that will be attending college 
in the fall of 2013.  For more information, call the 
Clyde Roddy Library at 775-8406.

Healthy Heart Class at Rhea Medical Center 
(1/9) — A Healthy Heart Class will be held at Rhea 
Medical Center on Wednesday, Jan. 9, at 4 p.m. in 
the RMC Café.  This is a free educational class. Call 
775-8636 for more information.

Divas and Gents at Tennessee Valley Theatre 
(1/12) — The Tennessee Valley Theatre, located on 
West Jackson Avenue in Spring City, will present 
Divas and Gents, on Saturday, Jan. 12, 2013, begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m.  Divas and Gents are four profes-
sionally trained singers performing selections 
from opera, operetta and Broadway.  The cost ofthe 
show is $10.

Abstract Art Exhibit at ArtCrafters (1/19 - 
1/31)— ArtCrafters, located on Market Street in 
Dayton, will host an abstract art exhibit by local 
artist Derrick Keeton.

Community Health Expo 2013 (1/20) — A 
Community Health Expo will be held in the 
Richland Plaza on 16th Avenue in Dayton on 
Sunday, Jan. 20, from noon to 5 p.m.  The expo is 
free to the public and will include booths for 
depression recovery, blood sugar, food samples, 
body fat testing, health age appraisals, stress relief 
and more.  Doctors will also be on hand for the 

expo.  For more information, contact Keith 
Wellman, RN at (423) 775-5442, Derrick Hamilton, 
RN, at (423) 285-3934 or Corbin Pitman, Counselor, 
at (423) 775-4373

Diabetic/Carb Counting Class at Rhea Medical 
Center (1/30) — A Diabetic/Carb Counting Class 
will be held at Rhea Medical Center on 
Wednesday, Jan. 30, at 4 p.m. in the RMC Café. This 
is a free educational class. Call 775-8636 for more 
information.

nRhea Richland Senior 
Neighbors

— ACTIVITIES — 
Dec. 27:  Blood pressure by East Tenn. Home 
Health.   Dec. 28:  Singing with The Kings. 

—  MENU  — 
Dec. 27:  Mushroom steak burger, carrots, lima 
beans with red peppers, white dinner roll, diet 
raspberry gelatin, 2% milk (1/2 pint).  Dec. 28:  
breaded fish, whole kernel corn, steamed spinach, 
whole wheat bread, fresh orange, 2% milk (1/2 
pint).

nSenior Lighthouse 
Center
Dec. 24-Jan. 1:   CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY. 
REOPEN JAN. 2.

To submit a birthday, 
call 775-6111.

Dec. 27
Deliliah Freeman

Kara Freeman

Dec. 28
Anna Steenbergen

Jenny Welch

Dec. 29
Karen Bible

Cheri Henderson
Destiny Price

Penny Rice
Dan Uhler

Dec. 30
Chris Dodson

Connie Howerton
Amanda King
Vicki Phillips

Samantha Price
Harriet Southers

Dec. 31
Susan Crockett

Jan. 3
Brandon Houston

Jan. 4
Chad Allen

Jan. 6
Harold J. Harris

Jan. 11
Matt Crockett

Community

Around the Town

Herald-News photos by Gary Peavyhouse
American Legion member Gerald Hackler assembled over 20 Christmas gift baskets for veterans at Spring City 
long-term care and assisted living facilities.  Hackler pictured in the back row on the left, delivered the baskets 
with the help of Santa, Mrs. Claus and the elves.

Giving to those that served
Spring City veteran gives Christmas baskets to local veterans in elder-care facilities

Santa and Mrs. Claus give veteran Bennie Poteet a Christmas basket of fruit 
and toiletry items.  Poteet is a resident of Spring City Care and Rehab. Center.
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